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Reauthorize the
Older Americans Act!





RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES 

TO THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT 
Authorization Levels

Talking Points:

· The OAA is the major federal categorical social services program for older adults in the United States. For 45 years, it has provided an ideal, well-established, trusted, community-based infrastructure of services responsive to the needs of older people and their caregivers. 
· OAA programs’ budgets have eroded over the last several years as federal funding has not kept pace with inflation or the growing population of individuals in need of services. 
·  Services funded by these programs have lost considerable service capacity, causing many families to be placed on waiting lists for supportive services, adding to their emotional, physical and financial hardships. 
· A larger federal investment in core OAA services and supports is needed to ensure the Aging Network has the necessary resources in the years ahead to adequately serve the projected growth in the numbers of older adults.
· Just as a note:  Authorization of funding is a legislative action that informs Congress of the maximum amount that can be appropriated.  Appropriation is the annual action by Congress determining the amount of funding that will be available.
 Recommendation 1:
Raise or create authorization levels for all of the titles of the OAA to ensure the Aging Network has the necessary resources to adequately serve the projected growth in the numbers of older adults, particularly the increasing ranks of individuals age 85 and older, who are the most frail, vulnerable and in the greatest need for aging supportive services. 
Long-Term Services and Supports

Talking Points:

· The Passage of health care reform (the Affordable Care Act or ACA) has created new opportunities for the Aging Network to play a more enhanced role in promoting Medicare preventive services, transitional care, medical home model, options counseling, mental health services and community-based/evidence-based health promotion and disease prevention programs. 

· The anticipated numbers of older adults in North Carolina forces us to consider more options for care 

· The current facility based long term care options in North Carolina is becoming increasingly unaffordable for the individual as well as the governments

· Project 2020 is a   three-pronged strategy that encompasses person-centered access to information on aging and disability (CRC); evidence based health promotion and disease prevention activities and enhanced nursing home diversion services.  It has proven its ability to help rebalance long-term care and delay or avoid institutionalization.

· The Project 2020 strategy of providing long-term services and supports will generate savings to Medicaid and Medicare at the federal and state levels, while simultaneously enabling older adults and individuals with disabilities to age in their homes and communities.
Recommendation 2:  Strengthen the role of the Aging Network with the inclusion of the key elements of Project 2020:  CRC (ADRC) to include clarifying roles and responsibilities of existing Aging network; evidence-based health promotion to incorporate best practices learned from AoA demonstrations projects as well as establish funding levels to support these programs; and community living programs with authorized funding levels and to establish a permanent structure.

 Senior Mobility Options

Talking Points:

· Transportation is a key service funded under the Older American’s Act. 

· Access is one of the priority needs of older adults

· The Network is a key participant in the development of coordinated public transit-human services transportation process established under the 2005 surface transportation authorization. 

Recommendation 3:  Explore ways to strengthen the Aging Network’s role in the coordinated planning activities through greater collaborative efforts between transit, planning and aging agencies and enhancing the role of the network in the growing field of mobility management services and authorize dedicated funding to implement the Technical Assistance and Innovation to Improve Transprotation for Older Americans program under Section 416 of the Older Americans Act. 

Promoting Livable Communities for All Ages

Talking Points: 

· The country is facing the aging of the largest demographic cohort in its history. 

· The rise in the numbers of aging citizens will impact the social, physical and fiscal fabric of our nation’s cities and counties 

· Although state and local governments already have a mandate to develop and implement community infrastructure and service systems in a variety of arenas, their plans are often developed without consideration for the effects these will have on an aging population

Recommendation 4: Establish new provisions with dedicated funding authorizations to support AAAs and Title VI programs to assist county, city, and tribal governments across the nation to proactively prepare for the aging of their communities. The provisions would authorize funding and outline the role and activities to be performed by a full-time planner/community organizer position. This new planner/community organizer would take a leading role in working with other agencies and stakeholder organizations in developing a comprehensive livability plan and implementation strategy factoring the range of community policies, programs, and services.
 Make the Connection Between Affordable Housing & Services

Talking Points: 

· In the current environment affordable housing has reached crisis proportions 

· In order to assist senior to stay in the community there must be adequate housing with some basic support services available 

· While home ownership was once the cornerstone of economic security for older adults, it has become a source of stress and debt for many baby boomers 

· The new Partnership for Sustainable Communities through Housing Urban Development (HUD), Department of Transportation (DOT) and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provide funding for some communities to incorporate housing and transportation in a way that is more environmentally friendly.  This provides a connection for affordable housing and services which could enhance opportunities for older adults to remain in the community.

Recommendation 5:  Add a new subsection under Title III aimed at connecting supportive services with congregate housing settings, including federally-assisted rental housing, and Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Rental Housing. This new subsection would include its own authorized funding amounts for a range of services, including all service categories currently outlined under Title III B and planned for under the Section 305 and 306 planning provisions of the OAA. The new subsection would include provisions focusing on how the programs would coordinate with other Title III programs; interact with HUD Section 202 housing service coordinators; grant allocation; technical assistance; quality assurance; and oversight. In addition, the subsection would also include language encouraging grantees to coordinate with broader initiatives, such as the HHS Money Follows the Person Demonstration and the Partnership for Sustainable Communities through HUD, DOT and EPA.
Title V and Older Workers
Talking Points: 

· Currently, there are two federally supported programs that provide assistance to older workers. The Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) under Title V of the OAA provides low-income job seekers age 55 and older with job training and paid temporary work assignments with non-profit organizations, as well as placement assistance with local employers.
· SCSEP  is invaluable to low-income older adults who want or need to enter or return to the workforce. It also helps prevent the isolation of older adults by allowing them to engage in their communities through community service assignments.
· The Workforce Investment Act (WIA) contains provisions to assist in older worker job retraining and placement, but in recent years most of the focus for WIA programs has been on finding employment for younger workers.
· There are a number of provisions both in the OAA and the WIA that encourage coordination between the two systems, however, these provisions unfortunately do not go far enough to spur the necessary linkages and collaboration between the two programs.
· With an increasing number of Baby Boomers likely to find themselves in financial crisis as they age, a combination of solutions such as working longer and needing retraining and assistance with job search. 

Recommendation 6:  Expand the Title V Senior Community Service Employment Program to include a greater number of older workers in need of assistance and training who are interested in working for community service organizations. Increase the income eligibility guidelines for the program from 125 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) up to 175 percent of FPL. This change will increase the ability of local Title V programs in serving older workers in search of employment who are not adequately served by the broader WIA one-stop system. Additionally, consider providing an exemption from these guidelines for higher income older workers, up to 200 percent of FPL, who have been out of work for a consistent period of time during the previous several months and have not been able to gain employment. These changes in eligibility guidelines would be accompanied by a new source of resources through the WIA system to serve the broader population of older workers.
 Elder Rights Protection 

Talking Points:
· Funding for elder rights, elder abuse prevention and long-term care ombudsmen in OAAis extremely limited which has limited ability to implement optimal programs
· Rates of elder abuse are on the rise 

· Passage of the Elder Justice Act in 2010 may result in a greater need for coordination within the Older American’s Act 

 Recommendation 7:  Strengthen OAA to better protect older adults’ legal rights, prevent elder abuse, exploitation and neglect, and improve our nation’s coordinated response to elder abuse when it occurs. 

Medicare Assistance and Counseling
Talking Points:
· The Aging Network plays a critical role in helping beneficiaries to access prescription drugs through the Medicare Part D benefit and Part C Medicare Advantage plans 

· There has been and continues to be a great need for enrollment assistance and counseling throughout the year as millions of seniors become newly eligible for Medicare benefits including the prescription drug benefit and seniors consider changing their current drug plans

· Stabilized source of resources is needed to assist the Network to meet the continued demand for help 

· While State Health Insurance Assistance Programs (SHIP) are funded to assist beneficiaries, this funding is inadequate to provide sustained, high quality, one-on-one Medicare counseling for seniors at the community level
· Furthermore, only a portion of AAAs and   aging programs  operate local SHIP programs and receive any regular funding to provide assistance and counseling to beneficiaries on Medicare Part D enrollment.

 Recommendation 8:  Acknowledge the extensive role of AAAs and  aging programs in providing Medicare assistance and counseling to beneficiaries by establishing a dedicated funding authorization to support these efforts within the OAA.

Emergency Preparedness

Talking Points: 

· Coordination at the local level during a disaster is difficult at best.  There are steps that can be made at the federal level to make assistance during an emergency more accessible for older adults

· The demographic shift from the aging of the boomers reinforces the need for communities to address emergency preparedness

· During an emergency the older adult population is one of the vulnerable population groups 
Recommendation 9:  Fulfill the promise of the OAA emergency planning provisions by authorizing dedicated funding to AAAs to support the critical endeavors described under Section 306(a)(17). Reassess the OAA disaster assistance program under Section 310 and consider changes that will allow AoA to provide more substantive and timely aid to the Aging Network in times of disaster. As an example, raise the cap on the amount of total payments during any fiscal year to states, AAAs, and tribal organizations to provide supportive services during disasters, which is currently based on a percentage of total Title IV appropriations.

Building the Capacity of the National Aging Network

Talking Points: 
· A large percentage of the Aging Network are Boomers who will be leaving the Network in the next several years 

· Building capacity and core competencies among this new workforce will be critical 

· New performance standards, evaluations, development, training and retention will need to be addressed 

· With the unprecedented growth in the older adult population, the very infrastructure will require investment and growth 

· While the number of programs have expanded, the number of consumers receiving services is expanding, yet many of our Aging Network providers have the same or fewer staff to accomplish the expanded workload 

· With the advancement of technology the Aging Network needs to use tools and resources available 

Recommendation 10:  Add a new section under Title II creating a technology development program to assist the Aging Network to invest in and utilize new and innovative technologies to improve service delivery and more effectively track and report on OAA programs and services. This new program would authorize funding to assist the network with integrating its information systems with broader health information technology systems for medical and long-term care services. This program would be coordinated with existing efforts through the Department of Health and Human Services, and called for through the ACA, to implement electronic health records and would conform to privacy guidelines. This new infrastructure would promote information sharing and interagency partnerships on such endeavors as healthy aging and wellness programs and chronic disease management programs. Additionally, the new program would authorize a feasibility study on developing an operational web-based data reporting and analysis system for the Aging Network including local, state and federal level information.
